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Disclaimer
The views expressed in this Newsletter are
those of the contributors and do not
necessarily represent those of Suffolk
Gardens Trust. Whilst every effort is made
to check the information provided, the
editor and Suffolk Gardens Trust cannot be
held responsible for any inaccuracies
contained in this publication.
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Gabriella Marlesford & Polly Burns

F

irst of all our very best wishes for 2011 and
we both look forward to meeting you at
events and that you, your family and friends
have not been too inconvenienced by the bad
weather. I think you will all agree that the
events team of Stephen Beaumont, Diane Boyd,
Judith Gowland and Eleanor Soar have put
together an excellent programme of varied and
interesting gardens (see Events pages 12–15).
We both thank them for volunteering and hope
that more of you will find the time to help SGT
onwards and upwards
At our last Council meeting of the 2010, Sue
Paul reported that our membership is at its
highest level ever. We both thank the Council
for their hard work throughout the year, as
well as all of you who have helped at events, or
enabled us to participate at events, which
undoubtedly has helped raise the profile of
Suffolk Gardens Trust, whilst also contributing
to the work which we hope will result in a
Gazetteer of Suffolk’s Parks and Gardens and a
book on Suffolk’s Walled Gardens.
A very big thank you, too, to Tina Ranft,
who has continued to edit and produce our
attractive and interesting Newsletter, despite
having to juggle it with the demands of her
professional work.
It is good to think about our summer visits at
a time when the pleasure of the snow covered
landscape of Marlesford Hall and the Sudbury
Meadows has delighted us enough. In fact,
here’s to the first Snowdrop and let’s hope we
have had the last snow drop.
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Membership REPORT

Susan Paul

The Membership Secretary is very pleased to report that there was a large increase in
new membership for the year, namely 27. Resignations for the year came to eight and
two did not renew from last year. Paid up membership reached the highest number to
date of 230.
Membership subscriptions for this year will be due on 1 April 2011.

Current subscriptions:

Individual
Family

Bursary REPORT

£10.00
Student
£15.00 Corporate

£5.00
£25.00

Adam Paul

Two recipients had received Bursaries last autumn. Frances Speight had passed her RHS
Level 2 Certificate in Horticulture with Commendation and is now working at
Helmingham Hall. She had received an interim payment of £50 in January 2010. It was
agreed that she deserved her final Bursary of £200.
The second applicant was Joseph Iacobucci who is taking a Foundation Degree in
Horticulture at Writtle College. He is in his second year and completed his first year
with a good score. He deserved his initial payment of £50.
There have been 17 applications since 2005/6, nine had received full payments and
there are five who have not asked for their final Bursary, even though their courses had
finished.

16th AGM 2011Sue Paul
To be held at THORNHAM
WALKS
(See ‘Events’ for further details)
Saturday 18 June 2011 at 2.30 pm
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence (Officers and
Council members only).
2. Minutes of the 15th AGM held at
Tollemache Hall on 26 June 2010
3. Reports from the Council.
4. Election of Officers and Council
members.
5. Any other business (of which due notice
has been given to the Hon. Secretary).
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In the the gardens at Tollemache Hall, after
the 2010 AGM. Photo courtesy Tina Ranft.
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The walled garden at Sudbourne, Suffolk.

A Suffolk Heligan or a Future for
WALLED KITCHEN GARDENS
In June 2005 Suffolk Gardens Trust visited the Ramsey Abbey walled kitchen
garden in Cambridgeshire, some years after a restoration project initiated by
the Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust had taken the first steps to clear the ground
and begin cultivation. Nigel Surry outlines subsequent progress and suggests
that a similar project might be undertaken in Suffolk.

O

f the 25 or so walled kitchen gardens surveyed by our own group of
enthusiasts, several are productive, including those at Brent Eleigh,
Langham and Redisham Halls. Thornham has been fully restored and is run
by a charitable trust, to provide horticultural training for disabled young
people, Benhall is now a nursery, but the kitchen garden at Hintlesham Hall
is mostly given over to car parking, Culford is grassed over. Rendlesham, its
splendid walls largely intact, is mainly uncultivated though rich in
possibilities. Others have merged wholly, or in part, with the main body of the
garden, so that only fragments of the kitchen garden remain.
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However, to restore, let alone maintain, such gardens requires both
considerable capital and courage. The extensive range of Foster & Pearson
glasshouses at West Dean in Sussex, cost between £20,000 and £35,000 to
maintain, and between £6,000 and £8,500 a year in oil for heating, while
three permanent staff and 15 volunteers manage the gardens. Opportunities
for marketing produce, regardless of the prevalent fashion for organically
grown fruit and vegetables, are not always sufficient to justify even a far more
modest outlay. Yet at their peak, such gardens produced a remarkable range
of fruit and vegetables and are still capable of doing so. In 1909 the two acre
kitchen garden at Benacre Hall grew five varieties of peach, six plums, three
cherries, two apricots, five pears, 17 apples, 12 gooseberries and four kinds of
strawberry. There were two melon houses and two vineries containing four
and five distinctive vines, two peach houses, and an orchard house with
apples, figs and peaches in pots. The garden also provided potatoes, onions,
seakale, salsify and endives for the family and its guests. Such a garden would
require appropriate staffing levels, which might be as high as 19 – as at Audley
End in Essex – in the early years of the last century.
A closer look at the Ramsey Abbey garden suggests a possible way forward
for at least one of Suffolk’s many walled gardens. Following the Dissolution
(1536), the site was acquired by Richard Cromwell, and in 1737 the Fellowes
family, who in 1804 commissioned Sir John Soane to create a new garden for

Rendlesham walled garden.
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Langham Hall walled garden. All photos in this article courtesy Tina Ranft

the production of vegetables, fruit and flowers. In the 1930s it became a
school, and since the 1960s the one acre site was virtually abandoned until
Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust became interested in its future.
In 1995 a new charitable trust – with Garden Trust members as trustees –
was set up to manage the restoration and maintenance of the garden. Since
then a dedicated team of volunteers has been clearing the site. The lease was
finally signed, a grant was obtained from the Heritage Lottery Fund and
things took off. Original features of the garden, such as the apple tunnel, have
been restored. As far as possible, traditional Cambridgeshire varieties of fruit
and vegetables will be grown to demonstrate the development of horticulture
in the county.
For further information please visit: http://www.ramseywalledgarden.org/,
e-mail: info@ramseywalledgarden.org or tel: 01487 711546
We would like to thank Jane Sills of Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust on whose article ’Ramsey
Abbey walled kitchen garden’ in Eyecatcher No. 24 Aut. 2010, this is based, and also to Kim
Auston, whose article, ‘Another Brick in the Wall? Restoration or Decay: the State of Walled
Gardens in Devon Today’ in the Devon Gardens Trust Journal No. 1 Sept. 2008, pp.9–11 is
essential reading for all those interested in such gardens and their fate. Acknowledgement is
also made to Liz Robinson, editor of the Eyecatcher and Clare Greener, editor of the Devon
Gardens Trust Newsletter.
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War Memorials TRUST
Frances Moreton, Director of the War Memorials Trust

W

ar Memorials Trust works to protect and conserve war memorials across
the UK. The charity provides advisory and advocacy services and its
website has a wealth of information on war memorial issues. It is seeking to raise
awareness, as we approach the centenary of World War I, of our war memorials
to ensure they are being appropriately conserved to last another 100 years.
Many war memorials are found in gardens, or have associated landscaped
surrounds. You may notice them when visiting gardens or travelling around the
county. War Memorials Trust encourages everyone to keep an eye on war
memorials. They are such a common part of our landscape, with 100,000
scattered across the country, they can be overlooked with people assuming they
are being cared for when in fact no one is taking on responsibility.
Many of our war memorials were erected after the Great War, funded by
public subscriptions as communities came together to ensure their fallen were
remembered. Memorials represented the grave for many families for whom the
prospect of travelling to visit a loved one’s resting place overseas was
unimaginable. Often those erecting a memorial gave no thought to establishing
legal ownership or responsibility for maintaining the memorial. They could not
have imagined a time when budgets impacted upon the care of war memorials.
However, sadly today some memorials are neglected, forgotten or there is a lack
of money to look after them appropriately. This is where War Memorials Trust
can help. If you have any concerns about war memorials you come across please
contact the charity. We can provide advice about how to look after a war
memorial or follow up your concerns with a custodian.
The Trust administers grants which can assist with the repair and conservation
of war memorials. An ‘Expression of interest’ form should be completed by
anyone seeking help. Grants are offered at 50% of eligible costs and, depending
on the scheme through which works are eligible, can be up to £20,000.
All works funded under the grant schemes follow conservation best practice.
This favours approaches such as minimal intervention and ‘like-for-like’
replacement based on historic evidence. For example, if cleaning of stonework is
necessary it should always start with a minimal approach using water and a nonmetallic bristle brush. Household cleaning products should not be used as the
chemicals can infiltrate the stone and increase the rate of weathering and
deterioration. War Memorials Trust has helpsheets on issues such as cleaning
alongside maintenance plans, preventing theft, adding names as well as a
document outlining our conservation principles.
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War memorial conservation projects have been supported through our grant
schemes across Suffolk. One such is Grundisburgh war memorial, a stone
cenotaph located in St Mary’s churchyard, The Green. It is within a designated
area which is accessed by three steps and surrounded by hedges. In a traditional
cenotaph design, there is a wreath carved in relief above the names on the front
of the memorial; the memorial commemorates those killed in World Wars I and
II with both name and regiment detailed. Planting is an integral part of the design
for this memorial framing the cenotaph and forming an important part of the
landscape. The memorial was designed by Ipswich based architect Mr E. T. Johns
and built by Mr John Noller. The memorial cost £278 and was funded by public
subscription by 188 villagers. The memorial was dedicated on 22nd August
1920; the unveiling of the World War II names was on 7th November 1948.
In 2009, War Memorials Trust gave a grant of £720 for repair works to the
cement rendered base, steps and wall. The cement was cracking and falling away
from these areas and exposing the brick base underneath. Therefore the project was
to remove this failing render and to prepare the surfaces and re-render. This ensured
the memorial could be safely accessed by those wishing to pay their respects.
The inscriptions on the memorial read:
“To the memory of those
men of Grundisburgh who
laid down their lives
fighting in the cause of
righteousness and for
their King and country
in the Great War 1914–1918”
“Greater love hath no man than
this that a man lay down his
life for his friends”
“And
in the World War 1939–1945”

Grundisburgh war memorial after repair works. Photo
courtesy Grundisburgh and Culpho Parish Council.

In Sudbury the Grade II listed war memorial is a tall ashlar Portland stone
cross on a three-stepped octagonal plinth on a base. It reflects those found within
Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries with 40 or more burials and
is known, as many often are, as a ‘Blomfield cross’. There is a bronze sword on
the cross, blade pointed towards the earth. On the plinths are bronze plaques
bearing the names of the fallen of both World Wars as well as dedications. The
memorial stands on St Gregory’s Street, near St Gregory’s Church. It is
surrounded by a paved area and a low hedge frames the setting.
The memorial was built in 1920 by F. J. Lindley to the designs of Sir Reginald
8
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Blomfield. It was unveiled on 2nd October 1921 by Lt Col H. M. Lawrence and
dedicated by the Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich.
In June 2004, War Memorials Trust made a grant of £250 to help the local
community clean the memorial. This memorial not only commemorates the fallen
of the World Wars but has been added to with the name of a soldier who died in
Northern Ireland in 1988, demonstrating how our war memorials continue to be
living memorials used to record our service personnel who make the ultimate
sacrifice at any time. The remaining plaque reminds us how our memorials are
also touchstones; a means to remind us of our history and educate younger
generations about the impact of conflict. The inclusion of civilians killed by a
bombing raid shows how directly the war impacted upon those here in the UK.
The four dedicatory plaques on the memorial read:
“Our dead
through whom
we live”
“To the glory of God
and in proud and grateful
memory of the men of
Sudbury who fell in the
Great War 1914–1918
World War 1939–1945”
“N. Ireland 1988
Howard J.R.”
“1914–1918
Killed by bombs dropped from an enemy airship
Sudbury 31st March 1916
Ellen Ambrose
John Edward Smith
Thomas Ambrose
Ellen Wheeler
Valentine Wilson”

A recent photograph of
Sudbury war memorial.
Photo courtesy T. Catesby.

Further examples of grants awarded in Suffolk can be found on our website
www.warmemorials.org/search-grants.
War Memorials Trust is an independent registered charity which relies upon
voluntary income and support to undertake its work. It has members across the
country many of whom take on a more active role as Regional Volunteers, acting as
the Trust’s ‘eyes and ears’ in their area.
For further information contact War Memorials Trust on tel: 0300 123 0764,
email: info@warmemorials.org or www.warmemorials.org.
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News in BRIEF
‘Managing a Masterpiece’:
THE STOUR VALLEY
LANDSCAPE
PARTNERSHIP

‘Of theMaking of
BOOKS...’

This three year scheme is the first to be
launched by the Heritage Lottery Fund in
June 2010. It is led by the Dedham Valley
AONB and Stour Valley project in
conjunction with Suffolk County Council’s
Archaeological Services and the Historic
Environment Branch of Essex County
Council. As to be expected, the scheme
covers a wide range of subjects including
landscape, archaeology, the conservation of
built and natural features, tree and hedgerow
planting, exhibitions, and traditional building
workshops. In addition to Heritage Lottery
funding, grants have also been given by seven
local authorities, Natural England and English
Heritage. To find out more, visit the website:
www.managingamasterpiece.org or read the
latest edition of the Dedham Vale & Stour
Valley News, copies of which are available in
most public libraries.
NS

When Shire Books became part of
the Osprey Group a few years ago,
there was some uneasiness about
its future. There was no need to
worry as Osprey continues to
publish interesting, well written
books on a wide range of subjects,
not least on gardening, garden
history and landscape. Their most
recent catalogue (January–June
2011) not only covers well
established favourites on period and
pleasure gardens, old garden tools,
lawnmowers, walled kitchen
gardens, ice houses and the
Victorian fernery, but several new
titles, including Vivien Rolf ’s Bathing
Houses and Plunge Pools and Nigel
Harvey’s Fields, Hedges and Ditches.
For these and others, please
email: sue@shirebooks.co.uk or
tel: 01865 811311/332.
NS

Beware of FALLING
CONKERS

More TREES
More GOOD

Visitors to the Abbey Gardens in
October were understandably
puzzled and irritated by a sign
warning of falling conkers, placed
there by St Edmundsbury Borough
Council. Is this (several people
asked), the Health and Safety staff
being a little over zealous? Was this
not the same council that removed
hanging baskets from its lamp posts
not so long ago seeing them a
potential danger to life and limb?
Truly, ‘a mad world my masters’. NS

This is the latest initiative by the Woodland
Trust to encourage the planting of trees
throughout the country, not only by
farmers and landowners, but also
businesses, schools and local communities.
Provided you have 2.5 acres – as a
minimum –the Trust will provide advice and
sources for funding. Free and reduced cost
tree packs are also provided for schools
and local communities. For more details go
to the Woodland Trust website at:
http:/www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/moretrees-more-good/Pages/campaign.aspx NS
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News in BRIEF
The Great FRUIT HUNT
If you live in Ipswich or the neighbourhood, you might be interested in a scheme which
aims to locate former and surviving orchards, and working with schools, allotment
holders, business and private landowners, to restore neglected orchards and locate
sites for new ones. Ipswich Borough Council have appointed Laura Whitfield to
spearhead the project – part of a county wide survey co-ordinated by Paul Read. (See
Newsletter No. 30, Autumn 2009).
For more information, please email: Laura.Whitfield@ipswich.gov.uk or visit:
http://www.ipswich.gov.uk/site/scripts/news_article.php?newsID=464 NS

A Year at BUXLOW

Guy de Moubray

I

was staying with my daughter in
Kent when I came across a book
called A Year in the Life of
Faversham in which a number of
photographers had taken one
picture a day for a year illustrating
features of life in their ancient
town. The idea captivated me and
I resolved to do the same thing and
record a year of life in my lovely
house, Buxlow Manor, in Suffolk. I
would take all the pictures myself
(in the event a few were taken by others). Every photo would have to be taken
either in the house or in the grounds or from outside looking in. I would record
visits by family and friends, visits from groups in the Invitation to View scheme,
the changing seasons in the garden with photographs of roses, other flowers and
trees, and weather features. The first photograph was taken on 16 February 2009
and the 365th photo on 14 February 2010, and these have now been published
as a slideshow on my website for all to enjoy.

OPEN GARDEN: Between 2 and 5pm on Sunday 5 June 2011 the garden at Buxlow –
of old-fashioned roses, specimen trees and a 1470 statue of an East Anglian Angel – will,
once again, be open in aid of charity. Entrance is free, but donations will be gratefuly
accepted and divided equally between three local churches.
For further information please visit the website http://www.buxlow.com or email:
guy.demoubray@ukonline.co.uk, tel: 01728 602226. Buxlow Manor, The Green, Knodishall
(shown on Ordnance Survey maps as Red House Farm).
S U F F O L K
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EVENTS 2011
WINTER LECTURE

There is one final lecture left in
our winter series to be given by
Jill Raggett following the
cancellation of Moira Colman’s
talk. If you haven’t already
booked, please contact Patricia
Shepherd at: Mallow House,
8 Lambseth Street, Eye, IP23 7AG.
Tel: 01379 870 172

SATURDAY 26 MARCH 2011, 2.00.
* Please note earlier start time

Brandeston Village Hall
The Street, Brandeston, IP13 7AD
Jill Raggett, ‘Shadowy Figures – Early
Japanese designers of gardens in the UK’.

GARDEN VISITS 2011

Please use the enclosed booking
slip and return to: 177 Melford
Road, Sudbury, CO10 1JU

SATURDAY 30 APRIL 2011, 2.30
Blakenham Woodland Garden, Little
Blakenham, IP8. (4 miles NW of Ipswich)
Courtesy of Lord and Lady Blakenham.
The Woodland Garden was created by
Lord Blakenham to take advantage of the

Dr Jill Raggett, an experienced lecturer and
award winning researcher, has a lifelong
appreciation of sculpture and environmental
art. Jill has published numerous articles and
her book on Japanese-Style Gardens in
Britain is in progress.
Cost: Members £5, Guests £6
Directions: Brandeston is 13 miles
northeast of Ipswich, between
Cretingham and Kettleburgh. Follow
A1120 towards Framlingham, at Earl
Soham just after the pub bear right
signposted Brandeston and follow the
road for about 1.5 miles – the village hall
is on the right with large gates and gravel
drive. Plenty of parking.

natural woodland and improve it by
planting. Bluebells are a great spring
feature. Lady Blakenham is a Magnolia
specialist and has sited many species
within the woodland garden. We hope to
have the expertise of David Chadwick
and his assistant, Rupert, on our visit. Teas.
Cost: Members £6.50, Guests £8.50
Directions: From Ipswich take A14
westbound. Exit at J52 signposted B1113
Great Blakenham towards Bramford.
Ignore the first right hand turn towards
Great Blakenham. 200 yards after the dual
carriageway ends take a right hand turn
up Pound Lane. The garden is immediately
on your right after the Little Blakenham
sign. NB: There is no access to the garden
from the B1113 at Great Blakenham.
SATURDAY 28 MAY 2011, 2.30
Chippenham Park and Gardens,
Chippenham, Newmarket, CB7 5PT
Courtesy of Mr and Mrs E. Crawley.
Originally designed in the 17th century as

12
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EVENTS 2011
going both horticulturally and financially.
We meet in the lecture room at
Thornham Walks and visit the Walled
Garden after our AGM.
Cost: Members free, Guests £8

© Zara Napier

an Anglo-Dutch landscape with canals,
formal gardens and parkland, the grounds
of Chippenham Park have been restored
by Mrs Crawley. The summer gardens
include 500 roses, perennials and shrubs,
and there is a contemporary formal
garden created on the old kitchen garden
site. Tour and teas.
Cost: Members £9, Guests £11
Directions: Leave A14 westbound at J39,
B1506. At far end of Kentford turn right
onto B1085. Continue to roundabout,
take 2nd exit B1085 to Fordham.
Chippenham Park entrance is about one
and a half miles ahead on a sharp righthand bend. From the A11 take B1085 at
Red Lodge, continue two miles to
roundabout and take 3rd exit B1085,
then as above.
SATURDAY 18 JUNE 2011, 2.30
AGM at Thornham Walks and Walled
Garden, Thornham Magna, IP23 8HH
Courtesy of Mid Suffolk District Council,
the Thornham Estate and Lady Henniker.
Thornham Walled Garden was
resurrected from languishing unkempt
under the thumb of a crotchety Irishman
a few years ago. It has been restored to
some semblance of its Victorian model
and the glasshouses, pleaching and walks
are a joy at various times of the year. It
relies heavily on voluntary help to keep
S U F F O L K

G A R D E N S

Directions: Leave A140 at the White
Horse, Stoke Ash. Turn down beside this
pub and go about half a mile. Turn right at
the Four Horseshoes and go through the
village of Thornham Magna. Turn left just
before the church. Turn right shortly after
– at the sign for Thornham Walks. Follow
drive round to left after passing café and
keep left into yard where the lecture
room is located.
SATURDAY 2 JULY 2011, 2.30
Prior’s Oak, Leiston Road, Aldeburgh,
IP15 5QE.
Courtesy of Mrs. Trudie Willis.
Very attractive bordered garden leading to
the Sandlings. 10 acres of wildlife and
butterfly gardens with a a wide range of
features including a retreat by the
Sandlings pond and the collection of moth
data for the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Teas.
Cost: Members £6, Guests £8
Directions: From A12 turn to Aldeburgh
(A1094). Approaching Aldeburgh, pass the
golf course on left, proceed downhill to a
roundabout. Turn left to Leiston (B1122).
After about a mile Priors Oak is on the
left hand side.

T R U S T
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EVENTS 2011
SATURDAY 16 JULY 2011, 6pm
Garden Party, Loudham Hall, IP13 0NN
(near Wickham Market)
Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. M. Lynch
Parkland setting for this classic Georgian
house with roomed gardens, interesting
borders, domed pavillion, walled garden,
plus varied and usual wildlife including
strutting emus! Refreshments.
Cost: Members £8.50, Guests £10.50
Directions: Take A12 proceeding north
past Woodbridge. About a mile into the
resumed dual carriageway take the turning
to Pettistree, and at the T-junction turn left
towards Wickham Market. After half a mile
turn right – opposite the Three Tuns Pub.
Proceed straight on over the A12 (and past
a right hand turn) and the entrance to the
Hall is on the right hand side.
SATURDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2011, 2pm
* Please note earlier start time

Harriet’s Cutting Garden, Red House,
Criple Corner, Pebmarsh, CO9 2NX and
Sylvia’s Garden, Eivir Lodge, Pebmarsh
Colourful flower garden with plants
carefully selected for cutting. Starting with
tulips in April, running through to dahlias
and nerines in the autumn. Then a short
drive to Sylvia’s Garden at Eiver Lodge for
tea and a chance to see this inspirational
garden created by Sylvia and her partner.
Cost: Members £8, Guests £10
Directions: From A12 going south turn
off at J26, A1124 towards Halstead.
Continue to White Colne, at the green
turn right at the Pebmarsh sign, a tight
uphill turn. Follow the road to the
T-junction. After approx. half a mile, turn
right again, past the council houses. Next
left, signed Twinstead, follow the road for
1 mile to T-junction, and Red House is

14

ahead. Park in field behind house. For
Sylvia’s house turn right past front of Red
House, follow road into village. Park in
village hall car park, just beyond the
church. Eivir Lodge is in the lane opposite
the church. From Sudbury area, take
A131 towards Halstead, take left turn,
before Little Maplestead, onto Oak Road,
into Pebmarsh.
SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 2011, 2.30pm
Stanny House Farm, High Street, Iken,
Woodbridge, IP12 2EY
Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cooke.
Varied gardens, some established, some in
course of re-design, including the
development of an unusual crag pit
garden, with wonderful views over the
Alde Estuary. Teas
Cost: Members £7, Guests £9
Directions: Proceed north on A12 on
the Woodbridge bypass, passed the petrol
station, turn right at next roundabout
onto A1152 signed Orford, Rendlesham,
Melton. Straight on at next traffic lights,
over the railway crossing and turn left at
the next roundabout. Past Woodbridge
Golf Course, taking the left hand turning
to Eyke (still A1152). Continue through
Eyke, past Rendlesham to Tunstall. After a
sharp right bend turn left on B1069
signed to Snape. Continue for just over a
mile and take a turning on the right into
the forest, signed Iken. Continue through
the forest and straight over a crossroads.
From here continue for about 21⁄2 miles,
ignoring small turnings to right and left,
until you come to a sharp right hand
bend where you turn left to Stanny
Bridge Farm.
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EVENTS 2011
SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 2011, 2.30
Green Island Gardens, Park Road,
Ardleigh, Colchester CO7 7SQ
Courtesy of Fiona Edmond. Imaginative
gardens, created by Fiona since the
mid-90s on a 20 acre woodland site,
designed to give year round interest.

Autumn highlights feature colourful native
and ornamental species of trees,
woodland gardens and late flowering
perennials. Teas. Plants.
Cost: Members £8, Guests £10
Directions: Leave the A12 southbound at
J30 and take B1029 to Ardleigh. At church
crossroads continue
straight over, B1029.
Follow garden signs after
one and a half miles and
turn right. The gardens
are signed to the left.

Italian Holidays 2011

Polly Burns

Having said I proposed to do three garden holidays this year I am sorry to say that I find
I cannot do them. I have to have an operation on the spine early in the year and the
recuperation period could be lengthy and I decided I did not want to put myself under
additional pressure of having to make arrangements in this period. I am so sorry about
this, my profound apologies to those of you who were contemplating coming. Here’s to
resuming them in 2012.

Members at Marks Hall Gardens and Arboretum, October 2010. Photo courtesy Geoffrey Soar.
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Rooted in History: FRUIT TREES
AT HELMINGHAM HALL
On 23rd August 2010,
local historian Moira
Coleman enjoyed a
privileged tour of
Helmingham Hall’s fruit
trees with Roy Balaam,
who has worked at the
Hall for 54 years and is
Head Gardener to Lord
and Lady Tollemache.

T

he Grade I listed gardens
of Helmingham Hall,
Suffolk
include
six
productive acres contained
within a moat lying to the
west of the separately
moated Hall. Beyond the
garden moat, accessed by a
footbridge on its western
arm, lies the Orchard
Garden. Here stand some of
the few apple trees to predate the extensive 1950s
and subsequent plantings
described later in this article.
These are staunch survivors
of the 1987 storm which
decimated the old orchard.
The most remarkable is a
Blenheim Orange which fell
but never gave up the ghost,
shooting new branches
upwards from verticals
which were transformed
into laterals. Now it is

Photo courtesy Edward Martin
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enhanced by a huge, sculpted apple positioned beneath its wide-spreading form,
looking for all the world as though it has just fallen and needs only the sun to give
it colour. Nearby stand Lane’s Prince Albert, Ribston Pippin and Bismarck, notable
now for the heavy boughs of mistletoe clinging to their gaunt frames. To the west
and south of the orchard are apple trees planted in the 1950s and 1960s including
Newton’s Wonder, Cox’s Orange Pippin, Worcester Pearmain, Discovery and Lord
Derby, interspersed with medlar and quince from the same planting period. All are
sheltered on the southern edge and separated from the park by a hazel hedge. This
is coppiced regularly for its supply of sticks, which are always in demand to support
fruit and vegetables in the eight productive beds of the Walled Garden. ‘The
squirrels get the nuts’ says Head Gardener, Roy Balaam, philosophically.
The Walled Garden provides shelter for a prodigious crop of seasonal
vegetables and soft fruits, with intersecting metal arbours providing support for
vine fruits, beans and gourds. All are edged with deep borders that provide
structure, texture, colour and interest throughout the year. The embracing brick
walls were built (or perhaps rebuilt) in 1722 and effectively double the vertical
growing space. Their inner faces on all four sides support mature fig trees and a
succession of stone and top fruits, cordoned, fan-trained and espaliered. These
include numerous varieties of apple and pear, a nectarine (Lord Napier), three
varieties of peach (one white-fleshed Belle Garde and two yellow-fleshed,
including Amsden June which is the earliest to fruit, and Hale’s Early, which is,
ironically, the latest to fruit), Coe’s Golden Drop, Victoria and Early Rivers
plums, and two greengages, including the Hengrave Gage. In the 16th century,
Sir Thomas Gage, whose seat was Hengrave Hall in Suffolk, brought the sweet,
green-coloured fruit to England from France where it was known as ‘Reine
Claude’, but here it bore his name of ‘gage’. All these have been planted since the
1950s. The outer walls on the west (facing the orchard) support a pear and a
dessert cherry. On the outer walls to the north (facing the park) Conference and
Beurre Hardy pears, Czar plum and Morello cherry flourish. They absorb stored
warmth released by the the brick wall and are sheltered by it from the worst of
any wind, with the added benefit of having their roots close to the garden moat.
Their well-established trunks and leaders suggest venerable trees but, again, none
is thought to pre-date the 1950s.
A bridge across the garden moat at its mid-point on the north side leads
directly to some magnificent, heavy-fruiting pears that dip almost to the moat
itself. Like the stalwart apples in the Orchard Garden, at least two of these could
be seventy years old or more. One, closest to the bridge, bears small, red pears,
whilst those to its east are recognisably Conference. It is tempting to believe that
the red ones are similar to the Katharine Pear, a fruit well known in the 17th
century, which is inextricably linked with one of the Tollemache family’s
significant forebears, Catherine Tollemache, wife of Lionel, 1st Baronet. This
lady left a highly selective collection of ‘receipts’ (recipes) that she compiled at
Helmingham between 1580 and 1612. She describes in great detail how to
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achieve the colour of a ‘Katharine Pear’ and also of a ‘Russet Apple’ when
applying paints to hollow sugar fruits, remarking that the red colour of the pear
is built up in layers that begin with russet hues, ‘stroaked with red rosette’ to
create the distinctive, shiny red of the Katharine Pear. As it happens, three
varieties of russet are planted between the garden wall and the moat, forming
part of the modern Apple Walk.
The Apple Walk planting is all of 20th and 21st century date and, with one
exception, is dedicated to historic varieties. Dates cited here, whether of discovery,
exhibition or introduction, come from The Book of Apples (Joan Morgan and
Alison Richards, 1993). Moving from west to east the Apple Walk holds King of
the Pippins (early C19th), Duchess of Oldenburg (c.1817–24), Golden Reinette
(known in the mid-1600s) and Irish Peach (1819). Next comes Lady Henniker, an
apple raised at Thornham Hall, Suffolk, between the 1840s and 1850s by the then
Head Gardener, John Perkins, and introduced to the Royal Horticultural Society by
him in 1873. This talented man also wrote and published an illustrated book
entitled Floral Decorations for theTable, dedicated to Lady Henniker. It was a
detailed guide for ladies of her ilk who were responsible for ensuring that tables for
breakfast, luncheon, dinner, tea, supper, weddings, harvest festivals, cricket games
and hunts were decorated with seasonal foliage, fruits, vegetables and flowers,
artistically arranged. Beyond Lady Henniker, with its distinctive Y-shaped form,
the Apple Walk holds Bramley’s Seedling (raised 1809–13, introduced 1865), Kerry
Pippin (1819–20), Blenheim Orange, (discovered 1740, exhibited 1822), Lady
Sudeley (raised 1849, originally known as ‘Jacob’s Strawberry’, re-named 1884),
and Cox’s Pomona (raised 1825, introduced 1850).
With the loss of mature cedar trees in the 1987 storm, the Apple Walk was
extended in 1992 at its eastern end to run parallel with the Parterre (which itself
holds mature black mulberry and quince trees), adding more historic varieties to
the roll-call: Pitmaston Pine Apple (raised 1785, exhibited 1845), Egremont
Russet (recorded 1872, exhibited 1883), Brownlees’ Russet (1848), [Laxton’s]
Epicure (1809), Margil (reputedly late 17th century and undoubtedly stocked in
large quantities by George London of Brompton Park Nursery by 1750),
Laxton’s Royalty (raised 1908, introduced 1932), Cornish Aromatic (1813 but
probably of much earlier origin), Gravenstein (origins claimed in Europe in the
1600s, introduced 1820s), Devonshire Quarrenden (recorded 1676), Ashmead’s
Kernel (raised c. 1700 but not widely planted until mid-19th century) and
Rosemary Russet (described 1831). Scrumptious is the most modern variety,
raised in the 1980s, and there is one pear, Winter Ne[l]lis (late 19th-century), ripe
as late as November at Helmingham.
Catherine Tollemache’s ‘Receipts for Pastery, Confectionary, &c’ mentioned in this
article, cover more than food, and are heavily dependent upon home-grown produce,
notably fruit. Her garden yielded varieties of everything growing at Helmingham
now (and some things that are not), 400 years later.
18
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Jenny Robinson (1916–2010)
AN APPRECIATION

J

enny Robinson left her mark not only as a plantswoman, founder and inspirer
of many horticultural organisations, but as a writer on such varied topics as
the activities of Sir Thomas Hanmer, the 17th century gardener, and the artist
Cedric Morris, as well as Boxford – a Miscellany (1997).
Some of us in SGT visited her home, Chequers, in 2001, a rambling 15th
century building of which she wrote, ‘when I was house hunting in 1958, a kind
fate dropped particulars of Chequers through my letterbox and I felt at once that
it was the house for me’. What gardener would turn down two acres or so, if they
contained a suitable house, a walled garden and a stream?’ Above all, it was the
garden that provided ample interest of her love of plants for the remainder of her
long and interesting life.
From 1978 to 1987, Jenny served on the Regional Committee of the National
Trust, and was consulted on the restoration of several of the Trust’s gardens in
East Anglia, including those at Felbrigg and Melford Hall. She was first chairman
of the RHS’s Lily Group and founder and first chairman of the Suffolk group of
the NCCPG (Now Plant Heritage), the East Anglian Garden Group, the East
Anglian Iris Society and the Boxford Gardening Society. Three plants were named
after her: a grape hyacinth Muscari ‘Jenny Robinson’; a Narcissus ‘Jenny’s little
Sister’ and an Iris Sibirica ‘Osborne’s Grey’, and until 1990 she kept the National
Collection of Muscari in her garden at Boxford.
Among her many friends was Sir Cedric Morris, whose garden she describes in
Benton End Remembered, who spoke of Jenny as having the most beautiful
complexion of any woman he had ever met. His affection and respect for her was
such that she was named as his plant executor. But she will also be remembered
by many of us in SGT for her wit, generosity and kindness – the loan of a picture
for our ‘Pastime of Pleasure’ exhibition in 2000 was followed by a visit to
Chequers after one of the lectures that accompanied the show, where we were
entertained for an hour or more with her conversation. How lucky we, and so
many others, were who met this remarkable lady.
(We would like to express our thanks to Philip Rich on whose Eulogy at Jenny Robinson’s
funeral at Boxford in August 2010 this is largely based, and also Jane Lowe, Margaret
Thorpe and Paul Miles for their assistance in various ways.)
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Nigel Surry

4–6 March 2011. ‘The Impressionist
Garden – painted and planted canvases’,
Institute of Continuing Education,
University of Cambridge, Madingley Hall.
For more information about this
residential course go to the website:
http://www.ice.cam.ac.uk/
email Kirsty James: kmj26@cam.ac.uk, or
caroline.holmes.gmm@btinternet.com
• 5 Mar–30 May 2011. ‘Landscape Paintings
by Sir Alfred Munnings.’ Gainsborough’s
House, Sudbury. As a native of East Anglia,
Munnings followed in the footsteps of
Gainsborough and Constable, drawing his
inspiration from the surrounding
countryside.This is the first exhibition to be
devoted solely to Munning’s landscapes and
to explore this lesser known, yet equally
fascinating aspect of the work of one of
Britain’s greatest painters. For further
details, please tel: 01787 372 958.

For more information please email:
redgrave.centre@suffolkwildlifetrust.org
• 21 May 2011. ‘Lost Houses of Suffolk’.
The National Trust, Melford Hall, Long
Melford. Join local historian and author
William Roberts for a talk on Suffolk’s lost
country houses. Cost: £5 plus normal
admission. Tea and cakes included. For
further details please tel: 01787 376 395.
• 29 May 2011. Plant Heritage (formerly
NCCPG) Plant Fair at Helmingham Hall.
10.30–4.00pm. For further details, please
email: events@helmingham.com
• 21 May 2011. ‘The Trail Blazer’,
University Campus Suffolk, School of Arts
and Humanities. A conference celebrating
the achievements and legacy of the
Rev. Prof. John Stevens Henslow, who was
Professor of
Botany at
Cambridge,
Charles
Darwin’s tutor
and founder of
the existing
Botanic Garden
at Cambridge,
and later in life
Rector of
Hitcham in
Suffolk. For more details email:
history@ucs.ac.uk or tel: 01473 338489.

• 12 March 2011. Association of Gardens
Trusts, Cambridgeshire Gardens Trust
Study Day: ‘20th Century Gardens in East
Anglia’. To be held at Hemingford Abbotts
village hall. The Hemingford Village(s) are
just off the A14, about three miles east of
Huntingdon. The three speakers are: Alun
Grey on East Runton Old Vicarage Garden,
Diana Boston on Hemingford Manor and
Richard Ayres on Anglesey Abbey. Cost
including lunch and coffee is £20. For
fur ther details, tickets etc, see CGT
website:www.cambsgardens.org.uk
or
contact Alan Brown tel: 01480 81947 • 2–4 Sept. 2011. ‘Power Gardening: Dukes
email: fox.239@btinternet.com
& Generals in Early 18th Century
Oxfordshire’, Association of Gardens
• 17 April 2011. Suffolk Wildlife Trust Trusts AGM and Annual Weekend
Plant Sale, Redgrave and Lopham Fen, Conference, hosted by Oxfordshire
near Bressingham IP22 2HX. Specialist Gardens Trust. This residential conference,
nurseries, donated plants, mulch, tools and based at Worcester College, Oxford, will
seeds. Family trail. Adults £1, children free. examine the development of four great
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gardens in Oxfordshire in the early 1700s:
Blenheim, Heythrop, Rousham and
Shotover. There will be visits to each of
these with expert guides, highlighting links
between their creators (including two dukes
and two generals). These gardens illustrate
the transition in landscape gardening from
rigidly imposed geometry to Arcadian
informality. For further details or to reserve
a place, please contact the conference
organiser at www.ogt.org
• 17–18 Sept. 2011. Melford Hall Autumn
Show. 10.30–4.00pm. For the fourth year
running SGT will have a stall at this popular
event on Sunday, the 18th. Further details
will be available June/July from Veronica
Stuart tel: 01787 374 067 or email:
veronicastuart@btinternet.com

• 10 Nov. 2011. ‘Looking Back to Look
Forward’, Suffolk Agricultural Association,
Bi-Annual Conference. The Trinity Park
Events Centre, Suffolk Showgound.
‘Looking Back to Look Forward’ is the theme
of this fourth bi-annual conference. Edward
Martin will speak about the ‘Lost Gardens of
Suffolk – the Forgotten Few’, and Caroline
Holmes will take the audience on a ‘Walk
Through Garden History’. After a fork lunch,
there will a ‘Gardeners Question Time’ with
questions invited beforehand and from the
floor. The eminent landscape architect, Kim
Wilkie, with a world-wide portfolio of work,
but widely known locally for his work at
Heveningham, will conclude by ‘Taking the
Past and Developing it for Today’. Tickets
available from the SAA nearer the time @
£30 for SGT and SAA members, £35 for
non members. SGT will be a main sponsor.
Keep up-to-date with more information by
visiting http://www.suffolkshow.co.uk, or
email: enquiries@suffolkshow.co.uk, tel:
01473 707110.

HELP
Spring Plant Heritage Sale
at Helmingham Hall &
Melford Hall Autumn Show

Can you spare just a
couple of hours?
If so, we would really appreciate
some help manning our stall in
May and September.
Please contact Sue Paul on
01728 723 670.
SGT stall at Melford Hall Autumn Show, 2009.
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Book REVIEW
Charles Latham’s Gardens of Italy. Helena Attlee. Large Hardback 190pp and
over 150 illustrations. Aurum Press, 2009. ISBN 978 1 845134327 £40.
Reviewed by Polly Burns.
As well as my interest in Italian gardens and my admiration for Helena Attlee’s
research and style (and in this book she does not disappoint), I am very fond of
Edward Hutton’s books on his travels in Italy. Hutton founded Country Life in
1897 and took on Charles Latham (1847 to 1912) as his principal photographer
in 1898. Latham was renowned for his clarity, composition and ability to both
photograph architecture and capture the spirit of landscape. In 1905 he was
despatched to Italy to produce images of Italian gardens, which were
subsequently published by Country Life, in two volumes in 1905, with a text by
Evelyn March Phillipps, which contributed to the current interest and research in
Italian Gardens. At about the same time Edith Wharton, H. Inigo Triggs, Julia
Cartwright and Sir George Sitwell were to contribute to the growing knowledge
of this fascinating subject. We are not told what Latham’s brief was but his
selection of gardens is restricted to those in and around Rome and Florence,
reflecting on this I wonder if in fact this was done to target Country Life readers
interests. Attlee gives a lot of information on the ownership of those gardens and
it does seem that around Florence they all belonged to the burgeoning Anglo
American society that had gravitated to the area. Her commentary on those
around Rome are much as she has written in other books on the topic, I would
have welcomed more of Evelyn March Phillipps’s comments.
In an era when we click away and edit furiously, it is hard to think that Latham
had to carry all his glass plates with him and had to get his shots right first time,
to add to his problems Italy was wet that summer, but the images are wonderful.
All in all it is a fascinating snap-shot of the gardens before many were destroyed
or damaged in two world wars or by the increasing urbanisation of Italy and
should appeal to anyone who has a moderate knowledge of the gardens to be
able to pick up on the changes. I particularly like the shot of the upper part of
the cascade at Villa Aldobrandini, bringing back memories of how one group
climbed up the remains then we sat discussing how it might have been in dappled
September shade until we were unceremoniously thrown out of the garden at
closing time!
What is heartening is that many gardens we visited are now in a much better
state of restoration than when Latham recorded them.
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OTHER BOOKS WORTH NOTING:
Richard Woods (1715–1793): Master of the Pleasure Garden. Fiona Cowell.
£50. Hardback 283pp, illustrated. (Boydell Press 2010).
The Gardens of English Heritage. Gillian Mawrey and Linden Groves. £25.
Hardback. 216pp, illustrated (Frances Lincoln, 2010).
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FRONT COVER:
Autumn colours at Marks Hall Gardens, October 2010
(Courtesy Geoffrey Soar)
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